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SUBJECT: Pea ef Action Taken in Coupliace vith Recosnandationg 
Nede by the Lefense Ad@visery Comittee on Priasners of war 


1, Reference ip ante to Secretary Wilson's 15 August 1955 letter 


to the Directar of Central In which stated thet plans for tha 
penctvation ef Prismer of Wer Caps Ser the reeovery ef 
Prisuners ca i=gprovert 

interested agencies, In with responsibdiities euaiimed thie 


2. Meetings anong representatives ef this office, the dcint Chiefs 
of Staff and the Central Imteliirense Agency have precuced the following 
resulta: 


3e With veference to Ssavotary Wileaa‘’s letter of 19 August 1955 
to the Secretary of State which, while recugrtisin: the pest efforte of 
the Lepartaent of State in atterptdne to ceeure the release of U.5, 


countries, urged contiming efforts in this respect, the following asticm 
er eee eee ees 
in thie Meld: 


be Ta prepeestion fe nbasender 1. Aims Dimeen's decease Fett 
with Ciineso Coamumiat roysesentatives af Cezeva, this effice gare peste 
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Chinese 
for Pl's fron the Korean Mar, This statesent, with costes of 


At the furthor yequest of the Departacnt of State, this 
ies cestanes cn invent nosition fer Acbapsador dolnson to take 
at Geneva, based on the egaumpiten that the Chines: Commniete would 
counter his demand with a demand of their own for an accounting; a 
Communist W's captures by the UN Camaand, 


» Thie office, at tle direction of tie Deputy Secretary of 
ti: the approval af the OCL, hag retained Nr, w, Le 
Feadere Tigust to perform an exhaustive research and 
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geneval probles of Cpammist noo~compliacce vith the Cesvs..tdonsy as 
well as to Communist tLlegal erploitation af Pute for politieal 
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intelligence collection, calletion ame cisrednstion rel:tidve te 


Depaty Assistant tw 
the Secretary of Defane 
(Special operations) 
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18 August 1955 


Dear Mr. Dulles: 


During the war in Korea no planned penetration of | 
prisoner of war camps was achieved by the United States 
Armed Forces and organized evasion-escape operations 
failed to materialize. 


The Central Intelligence Agency has specific 
responsibilities for certain operations in support of the 
recovery of prisoners of war, while others are the res- 
ponsibility of the Military Departments. The Defense 
Advisory Committee on Prisoners of «er has suggested that 
further action is required to ensure that the responsibilities 
of the verlous agencies concerned are clearly defined and 
commensurate with their capabilities, - 


An early conference is requested to resolve these 
issues in order that the Military Departments may proceed 
in the development of joint war plans, The Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense (Special Operations) is designated as 
my representative in arranging the necessary coordination, 


Sincerely yours, 


Cc, E. WILSQi 


Mr, Allen Dulles 

Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency 

Washington, ,D. C. 
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Subject: | Result! 6f4nternational Control. Commission 

nvestigation of conditions at Poulo Condore Prison. ‘ a 
prc (ae From 8-18 November an International Control. “Gonmiss tof. 23 ; 
« Action — aTeam ee prison conditions at Poulo Condore’as,a. result... 

mwro—- KE df a Viet Minh (VM) a Ae The team was igh Be Lore c and en 
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the vu as an observer’: ore was s‘gctgopented’s Duc meen who? 
ea setes as interpreters’ ie De Montmar ier scuvervad forsthe ) .. tis 
“Frénch. South Vietngs POC Ftorney) General Nguyéntvan 6 a 
and Cao Van: Ba, “ Feet gn g they ‘tice of sryerew Une eee 4 


of Information for South: Vlotren). are a 
Pues Investigatora’ “found that VM Hiweat ions of continued 
detention of YM Prisoners ‘is true. All members and observers, 
excepi Taylor, expres§ed' the opinion that prison director Major 
Bianck should be disciplined, Taylor rematnes noncommital, Team 4 
found that prisoners were underfed, badly clothed and housed, and & 
uncared for medically, Team also found'evidence that prisoners — } 
were brutally tortured; Poth baYe iggy Pre een ys “¢ he 
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WM observer, Do Quang Tru, was formerly. 


““|mprisoned at Poulo Condore. . He intends to make a world-wide 
press story of the investigation results, using this as — 
evidence of French violation of the Indochina Truce (that VM 
prisoners are still being detained}, and as illustration of 
inhuman treatment which th 


Sandhu and Manills agreed that Tru should do so. 
Field distr: State (FVS-312) 
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SUBJECT: Adequacy of Plans to Recover Captured Personnel in Event of 
Future War 
DISCUSSION 


sion and escape programs were carried out in World War II. In the 
Korean War, no planned penetration of prisoners of war camps was achieved 
by the U.S. Armed Forces, and organized evasion-escape operations failed to 
materialize. In only one instance was any attempt (such as air drops of 
leaflets or foodstuffs or wing signals) made to reassure our prisoners of 
war that they were not forgotten. Aircraft recovery of pilots was moderately 
successful, Present war plaming includes adequate evasion and escape training 
concepts along with plans for organized efforts to recover captured personnel 
in the event of war. Current planning embraces consideration of the following 
general courses of action to be followed: (a) winning from war; (b) individual 
evasion and escape efforts given limited support from normal military operating 
forces; (c) leaflet and ration drops and similar means of communication; 
(da) campaigns within which prisoners of war can be freed, and (e) clandestine 
operations designed to assist prisoner escapes. 


Joint coordination exists for recovery plans and efforts, By virtue of 
its mission, the Air Force has special plans pertaining to deep-in reconnaissance, 
reinforcement and rescue. Central Intelligence Agency possesses limited capa- 
bility for supporting the organized recovery of prisoners, There is question as 
to whether present Central Intelligence Agency responsibilities are compatible 
with its capabilities. There are controversial points in respect to organiza- 
tion, command relations and coordination for joint action in evasion and escape. 
Whether or not such operations should be within the category of unconventional 
warfare is an unresolved question. 


RECOMMENDATION 

That you (Secretary of Defense) sign the attached memorandum to the 
Military Departments directing that they develope plans for overt commmications 
with prisoners of war via air drops or pre-arranged air-to-ground code, establish 
a more effective system of infiltrating selected and specially trained personnel 
into enemy areas to render prisoners of war assistance and develope and provide 
military personnel with miniaturized weapons, communications and devices to aid 
prisoners of ware 


That you (Secretary of Defense) sig the attached letter to the Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency requesting that a joint study be made of the 
respective responsibilities and capabilities of Central Intelligence Agency and 
the Military Departments for recovery of prisoners of war in future conflicts. — 


REFERENCE . 
“Study Group Documents - CPOW/3 D-1h, CPOW/3 D-16, CPON/3 D-9a, CPOW/ D-29. 
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